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Reconsideration and allowance of the above-referenced application are respectfully requested. The 
foregoing amendments are responsive to the November 15, 2005 Final Office Action. Applicants respectfully request 
entry 61 the requested amendments and reconsideration of the application in view of the following comments. 

Respdnse to the Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C SS 102 and 103 

Claims 4649 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,687,671 
issued to Nagai et al. The rejection asserts that Nagai allegedly teaches each element of the claims, Claims 5053 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nagai in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,215,618 issued to 
Andeteon et aL TTie rojacUon asserts that Nagai allegedly teaches each element of the claims except for the evaluation 
parameter being flyheight, which is allegedly taught by Anderson. 

Claims 46- 53 are directed to a method of operating an information storage system in which an 
evaluktion parameter such as the position error signal is measured prior to the head reading any user data, The 
evaluation parameter is then compared to a predetermined value. If the evaluation parameter exceeds the 
predetermined value, it is assumed the heads are dirty and a head cleaning is initiated. None of the cited art teaches 
or suggests checking a parameter in when the heads are in a position where no user data is stored and then using 
the results of that parameter to Initiate a head cleaning. Page 15, lines 15-18 of the original specification discusses 
that it ie dosireable to learn rf the head needs cleaning and then clean the head before the head is moved to a track 
where user data is stored. Although Nagai discusses head cleaning, it is directed to use of an error rate. The error 
rate c|an only bB obtained by reading user data, thus teaching away from a technique of testing for the nsmi lor head 

i 

clearing at a location where no user data is stored. 

j in view of the foregoing distinctions, Applicants respectfully submit that new Claims 46-53 are 

pateritably distinguished over tho cited art. Applicants respectfully submit that new Claims 4S-S3 are in condition for 
allowance, and Applicants respectfully request allowance of new Claims 46-53. 



PAGE 9/10 * RCVD AT 2^8/200$ 3:13:18 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/4 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:858 314 7005 * DURATION (mm-ss):0244 

BEST AVAILABLE: COPY 



02/28/20aS " 13:08 858-314-7005 LEGAL PAGE 

RESPONSE TO OFTICE ACTION Serial No. :1 0/718,341 

New Atty. Docket No. P0818 Filed: Nov - 20 > 2004 



(Old Atty. Docket No.: 067470.0164) 



Page 7 of 7 

Svimmarv 



j fn view of the above amendments and remarks, all of the claims should be in condition for 

allowance. A formal notice to that effect is respectfully solicited. 



A one-month extension fee is believed to be due with the filing of this response, "me 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to debit Applicant's Deposit Account (No. 50-2733) for that fee and any fees that 
are currently due, as well as any fees due during the pendency of this application. 

Please direct all future communications with regard to this application to the following address. 
A power nf attorney change is included with this Office Action. 

i 

» James T. Hagler 

! Patent Department 

Iomega Corporation 
| 10955 Vista Sorrento Parkway 

San Diego, California 92130 
(858) 314-7152 Tel. / (85b) 314-/005 

j Certificate of Facsimile 

i 

| 

j I hereby certify that this correspondence (and any referred to as attached) is being sent via facsimile to 703- 
872-9306 to the Commissioner for Patents on the date indicated below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date; February 28, 2006 



C Jai 



! . ^ James T. Hagl' 

| Reg. No. 40,631 
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